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Program Notes

"This work, completed in the August of 2015, takes as inspiration one of the peculiar mountain castles in

Northern Cyprus, the Buffavento castle. The name is in Italian and means 'the defier of winds'; quite

fitting for a structure located 950 meters above sea level. As in many of my works, there is no pre-determined
program that guides the music or what it attempts to communicate, but an abstract plan that conveys

my thoughts and feelings, in this case, about the castle itself. The two outer sections of the work contain musical
entities that merely strive to come into being, like distant and separate gestures coalescing. The middle section is
the outcome of this process of congealment, thus an explosion due to over-burdening of sorts. In some ways a
plan is formed that transmits the vision of Buffavento in its current state and then how it must have appeared back
in the day.

Instrumentation

Piccolo
Flute
Oboe

Clarinet in Bb/Bass Clarinet in Bb
Bassoon
Horn in F
Trumpet in C
Trombone
Bass Trombone
Percussion I
Percussion II
Harp
Electric Guitar
Celesta
String Quintet

Percussion I: Vibraphone, 3 Temple Blocks, Snare Drum, Suspended Cymbal, Slap-stick, Tam-tam (shared)
(superball mallet at disposal)

Percussion II: Timpani (only 32'), Two Small Tam-tams, Suspended Cymbal, Chinese Cymbal, Hi-hat, Ratchet,
Vibra-slap, Tam-tam (shared)

suspended snare
tam-tam S Elpieblocks ‘ cymbal drum slap-stick
. o )
Percussion I: H - . o s
&
&
tam-tam chinese cymbal Susp linld & hi-hat ratchet vibra-slap
cymba . o P
Percussion II: i o
- &

Duration: c.15 minutes

The score is notated in C
Double bass and electric guitar sound an octave lower than written
Piccolo and Celesta sound an octave higher than written



Notations

General

An accidental is valid throughout a measure

q Lowers any note by a quarter-tone (approx. 50 cents)
&  Lowers any regular flattened note by a quarter-tone (approx. 50 cents)

# Raises any note by a quarter-tone (approx. 50 cents)

Winds

Blow only air through the instrument, with no pitch sound whatsoever. Fingerings can be ignored if they
—— hinder an audible enough, resonant sound.

A/\/\/\f\/W\/\/\ For bass clarinet only: crazy sounding multiphonics on the given fundamental, the
S wider the squiggly line, the more the higher partials are activated
1223
Strings

The abbreviation ord. cancels out a previously applied sul pont (s.p.)
The abbreviation norm. cancels out a previously applied col legno battuto or bowing behind the bridge

I Scratch tone attained by heavy bow pressure, at low dynamic levels, the player might be required to play
— further away from the bridge. [ ]sign indicates a return to normal pressure

Sul G, seagull gliss.

2 Seagull glissando: while sliding, the space between left hand fingers producing the artificial harmonic is
% % maintained, always consider touch-fourth harmonic as the fixed space between the pinky and the index fingers

oscillations ~ Move the left hand fingers used in the production of the harmonic back and forth ever so slightly, as

;ELZC if executing a vibrato, to obtain oscillations around the pitch. The speed of oscillations varies from slow,
—F—— medium, to fast

Electric Guitar

The electric guitar must be capable of producing both clean tone and distortion sounds
A delay pedal is required to enrich the sound and a Bottleneck is required for glissandi

The instrument is detuned as shown in the diagram below. Scordatura notation is not resorted to, for practical reasons

(-50 cents) (-50 cents)
[6]
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SCORE IN C
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Buffavento
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play intermittently many times, take care to sustain the final pitch at times
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